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SUBJECT: DELAY OF U.S. FREIGHT TRAIN AT POTSDAM MARCH 9 

1 . ON MARCH 9, A U.S. PREIGHT TRAIN BOUND POR BERLIN 

WAS DELAYED ONE HOUR AND PIETY-TWO MINUTES AT POTSDAM, 

GDR. NO EXPLANATION WAS OPPERED, AND OUR TRAIN 
COMMANDER'S REQUEST TO SEE A SOVIET OPPICER WAS NOT 
HONORED. AT SAME TIME, TWO EAST GERMAN SECURITY GUARDS 
INTERPOSED THEMSELVES IN TRAIN OPERATIONS BY ASKING 
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TRAIN COMMANDER TO TURN OPE TRAIN SPOTLIGHTS. 

2. THIS IS PIRST PROLONGED DELAY WEHAVE EXPERIENCED 
SINCE WE INFORMED REICHSBAHN JANUARY 31 THAT TARIPF 
INCREASE WAS MATTER SOLELY POR SOVIET- ALLIED AUTHORITIES. 

3. US TRAIN COMMANDER MARCH 12 READ AND LEFT BEHIND 
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FOLLOWING STATEMENT WITH SOVIET DUTY OEFICER AT 
MARIENBORN. BEGIN TEXT: 

MY AUTHORITIES HAVE INSTRUCTED ME TO MAKE THE EOLLOWING 
STATEMENT: 

ON MARCH 9, 1977, U.S. TRAIN NUMBER 44471 WAS DELAYED 
ONE HOUR AND EIFTY-TWO MINUTES (FROM 0318 TO 0510 
HOURS) AT POTSDAM WHILE ON ITS WAY TO BERLIN. THE 
U.S. TRAIN COMMANDER'S REQUEST TO SEE A SOVIET OEFICER 
CONCERNING THE DELAY WAS NOT HONORED. MOREOVER, 

EAST GERMAN GUARDS SOUGHT TO DEAL WITH THE U.S. 

TRAIN COMMANDER, THEREBY INTRUDING THEMSELVES INTO 
WHAT IS STRICTLY A MATTER FOR THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES. 

IN VIEW OE THE SOLE SOVIET RESPONSIBILITY EOR 
ASSURING UNHINDERED AT .LIED ACCESS TO AND EROM BERLIN, 

WE EXPECT THAT THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES WILL TAKE 
STEPSS TO PREVENT SUCH DELAYS IN THE EUTURE. SHOULD 
THERE BE A REASONABLE EXPLANATION EOR THE DELAY, 

WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR IT. IN ADDITION WE TRUST THE 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES WILL SEE TO IT THAT GERMAN 
PERSONNEL DO NOT AGAIN INTEREERE IN SOVIET-US MATTERS 
AS THEY SOUGHT TO DO. END TEXT. 

A SOVIET DUTY OEFICER CALLED HIS COMMANDER, WHO ADVISED 
THAT ISSUE WAS ONE EOR "EMBASSIES". HE MADE NO 
EURTHER COMMENT AND SUBJECT WAS DROPPED. 

4. COMMENT: WE ARE NOT INCLINED TO BRING UP THIS 
PARTICULAR INCIDENT WITH SOVIET EMBASSY UNLESS 
LENGTHY DELAYS OR GDR INTRUSION INTO TRAIN OPERATIONS 
BECOME A PATTERN. 
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5. USCOB CONCURS. GEORGE 
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